Introduction
The present study was carried out on the Lower and Middle Miocene rocks encountered in 120 wells on both sides of the Gulf of Suez Region (Fig. 1) .
The Miocene microfauna in the region under consideration was tackled by some authors, namely MACFADYEN (1931) , STAINFORTH (1949 ), SAID & BASSIOUNI (1958 , SOUAYA (1963 SOUAYA ( , 1965 SOUAYA ( , 1966 A comparative analysis of their work with the present study and with that of BOLLI & KRASHENINNIKOV (1977) is discussed and illustrated in Fig. 2 .
Biostratigraphy
The rock stratigraphic units used here are those proposed by the National StratJigraphic Sub-committee of the Egyptian Geological Society of Egypt (1970) .
The boundary between Lower and Middle Miocene, mentioned by BOLLI & KRASH ENINNIKOV (1977) from the Caribbean, is considered to be between the Praeorbulina glome rosa Zone and Globorotalia /ohsi peripheroronda Zone, and in Syria between Globigerinoides bispherica / Praeorbulina glomerosa Zone and Globorotalia /ohsi s. I. / Orbulina suturalis Zone.
